29TH BLIND CRICKET CHAMPIONSHIPS UPDATE 6/9/2007

As Championships President, I would like to ensure that everybody is kept up to date with where Victoria is with regard to the organization of the 29th Championships.

As most of you know the infrastructure at our facility at Kooyong is fairly well in place, however, there have been extensive upgrades to our surroundings since last championships were held here.

We now have a very good viewing terrace on the Vision Australia side of the ground, and we are about to install shade both there, and on the ground two side of the pavilion to afford player and spectator protection if not comfort.

A grant obtained for equipment and safety was made to us a few weeks before the championships were awarded to us and will ensure that issues such as padding on the poles on ground 1 will be installed amongst other things.

We are currently investigating catering options for lunches, New Years Eve, and presentation night, and official costs will be notified hopefully by the end of September.

It is my pleasure to announce the appointment of Trevor Vayro as Tournament Referee for these championships.

Thanks to Bob Hodder and Graham Coulton for their consideration when invited to perform the role.

It is planned that the V.B.C.A. will install computerized scoring for the start of our season in October, and that this package will flow on to simplify scoring for the championships as well as supply statistics etc. required by the National Selectors, and for posting on our website at www.vbca.org.au on a regular basis, hopefully a couple of times a day during the championships.

All states are invited to let me know if their squad wishes to have a team song played either at the beginning of each of their days play, or in fact if their state has a win.

I am currently negotiating with Vision Australia Radio to broadcast score updates two or three times a day during the championships, and the possibility of sending these updates to RPH/Vision Australia Radio stations in participating states.

I will continue to circulate updates on our progress at regular intervals so you all stay in touch with what is happening and being planned and would appreciate any feedback or queries from states as they arise so we can deal with them immediately.
Lastly, our organizing committee are myself, Alf O’Neill Carnival President, and organizing committee chairman, Ty Atkinson, Greg Heaven, and Nick Pepper Carnival Secretary.

Until my next report.

Alf O’Neill

Championships President.
